The Florida Academy of
PAIN MEDICINE

On June 3rd, Governor Rick Scott approved CS/CS/HB 7095 Relating to
Prescription Drugs,Chapter 2011-141, Laws of Florida. It states that on
July 1, 2011, practitioners will no longer be authorized to dispense
controlled substances.

However, there are exceptions. These include dispensing: Complimentary
or sample controlled substances. In the health care system of the
Department of Corrections. In connection with certain surgical
procedures within certain timeframes. Pursuant to participation in an
approved clinical trial. Methadone in a licensed treatment program. For
hospice patients.

On July 1, 2011, when this law goes into effect, the State Health Officer
will declare a public health emergency concerning the possession of
controlled substances for dispensing by practitioners who are no longer
authorized to dispense controlled substances. Any controlled substance
inventory that was acquired for dispensing that is still in the possession of
a practitioner who will no longer be authorized to dispense controlled
substances once this act goes into effect, must be disposed of by July 11,
2011. The drugs can be disposed of by returning them to the wholesale
distributor or turning the inventory in to a local law enforcement agency
and abandoning them. If this does not happen by August 2, the controlled
substances are deemed contraband and are subject to seizure by law
enforcement agencies.

Wholesale distributors are required to buy back the inventory of controlled
substances listed in Schedule Il or Schedule Il which are in the
manufacturer's original packaging, unopened, and in date, in accordance
with the established policies of the wholesale distributor or the contractual
terms between the wholesale distributor and the physician concerning
returns.

In addition, using actual purchasing records from wholesalers and other
information, the Department of Health (department) will identify those
practitioners who pose the greatest threat to the public health and risk that
the controlled substances may not be disposed of in accordance with this
act. Beginning on the 3rd day after this act goes into effect, law



enforcement agencies will enter the business premises of the identified
dispensing practitioners and quarantine the inventory on site. A $3 million
appropriation is available for law enforcement for this effort, to maintain the
security of the quarantined inventory until final disposition, and to
investigate and prosecute crimes related to prescribed controlled
substances.

Effective January 1, 2012, each medical physician, osteopathic physician,
podiatrist, or dentist who prescribes controlled substances for the
treatment of chronic nonmalignant pain must designate on his or her
practitioner profile that he or she is a controlled substance prescribing
practitioner.



